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sprig of mistletos with Its dainty wax
berries was fastened in one corner,

A very complete menu Was  served,
throughout which the green and white
ilea wam earrled out In all the pretty
accessories,

Those who were present wera Mra, Tal-
bott, Mr, Joseph Bryan, Mrs. Ellla Tals
bott, Mr, W. Whaller Morton, Miss Tal-
bott, Mr, Charles Hail, Mrs, Floyd
Hughes, Mr. Ashton Btarke, Mra. W. B.
Tennant, Mr. Allan L. Talbott, Mrs. Ash-
ton Blarke, Mr. W, I, Tennant, Mr. Ellla
M, Talbott, Mrs, W, H. Talbott, Mrs, J.
Barbour Thompson, Mr, W, H, Talbatt,
Mr. Charles Talbott, and Mrs. Joseph
Bryan,

Mra Ashton Starks enterfalned Mra.
Ellls Talbott at a handsome luncheon on
Friday,

L B

AMrs. W. Brydon Tennant gave a de-
lighttul luncheon on Saturday In honor of
her charming guest, Mra, Sara Caldwell
Rutt'r, of New York. Mrs. Rutter Ia
plensantly remembered by many Rich-
monders as the belle par excellenca of
the Whils Bulphur and Hot BSoprings
through sicceaslve scasons.  The compli-
ment pald on this oceaslon was worthy
of the entertalner and the entertained, A
mammaoth table was arranged, at which
twenty-fiva ladles wors goated and served
in comfort, The centra decorallon was
a huge punch-bow! flled with American
Peautles, resting upon a large silver tray.
Two ecut-glama bowls of the samas hands
somo rose finlshed the two ends, A bean-
tiful display of cut-gluss, silver, china,
and napery completed the adornments of
this handsome sntertalnment,

Those present were Mrs. Ruatter, Mrs
D. B. Tennant, Mrs, J, Kerr Branch,
Mrs, T. N. Carter, Mra, C, E. Buek, Mrs.
John Lyons, Mrs. A. E. Donnan, Mrs.
T. M. Rutherfoord, Mre, James D. Patton,
Mre, A. D, Tilton, Mrs. James Allison,
Mre, J. A. Welech, Mrs, Ashton Blarke,
Mrs., W, L. Royall, Mrs. W. J. Walker,
Mrs, Alfred Haorrls, Mre, Thomas Bolling,
Mra, W, R, Trigs, Mrs. Charles Wortham,
Mra. Charles Davenpori, Mrs, Richmond
Pearson, Mrs. Joseph Hryan, Mrs. Vire-
ginlus Newton, Mrs, George Ben John-
ston, and Mres, VW, B. Tennant,

LI
Joseph Bryan gave a
at thelr beautiful home,
“Laburnum,” on PFriday evening to the
young friends of thelr sons—8tewart,
Jonathan, Robert, and Et. George Bryan,
ut 130 young people were made happy
y tnvitntion to come to help these
ular hogts to make merry at this
bright season, and the Tesponses were
hearty and unanimous, The dance was
ghtful, the supper thoroughly appre-
ed, and the drive home In the small
& not the least of the evening's pleas-
Uures,

Mr. and Mrs
charming dnnce

Mrs, Judith €. R, Walker gave & hand-
some progreesive-euchre party on Friday
evening to her daughter and sons and
of their friends. The tally-cards
articularly dalnty and pretty. A
leaf clover in green on white ground
\epornted the top, and white-silk cords
and tassels attached them to the dress
of each player. A supper of slx courses
wae served upon the eard-tables, and
punch was served throughout the game,
Among (hose present were Mra, Walker,
Miss Walker, Mr. and Mrs. W, Jnmes
Walker, Misscs Palmer, Conally, Bagby,
Ellerson, Hayes, Blankensuip, Anderson,
Bruce, Hobson, Cumeron, Drewry, Black,
Lyons, Morton, Tennant, Talbott, Worms-
ey, Barksdale, Willlams, Mr. and Mrs,
James Alllson, Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Buék,
Mrs. Pearson, Mr. and Mra, W. B, Ten-
nant, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bolling, Mr.
and Mrs, Atan Donnan, Mr, and’
w. Waller Morton, Mr. and Mrs, Fred
Seott, Jr., Mr, and Mrs, . O'B. Cowardin,
sir. and Mrs. John Harrison, Mr. and Mra
Jumes Plensants, Messce. Moses D. Hoge,
A L. Cabell, Salle Watkins, E. C. Mayn,
Qaunders Hobson, F. W. Hanewinckel,

. C. Massie, Juhn Rutherfoord, George
Ingalls, T. © Willlams, Jr, Barton
Haxall, W, H. Grant, R. H. Gaines, w
. Fergueon, F. H. Davenport, J. T. An-

derson, J. Alston Cabell, . H. C, Cabell,
John Young, A. 8. Wily, Haywood Hun-
ter, 3. A Wker, J. G. Walker, Ruth-
erfoord Itose, and Georze Gilbson,
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y party of Miss Helen O'Fer-
tay evening waa one of the
most plens of the Christmas frollcs
enjoyed by the younger set The Gover-
nor and his wife were assigted by a fow
friends in entértalning the young peoj le,
anil the mansion was the scene of joy and
festivity.

The birthds
rall on Th

aMrs, B, H. Nash la greatly Interested
In @ feature of the entertalnment by the
Daughters of the American Revolution

given In January, called “The Dance
compoged of the followlng young
who are selected for their good
and other personal attractions:
‘Talbott, Adele Archer,
Carrle Coleman, Muarle
Virgie Drewry,

cing
s Florence
Claudi Palmer,
Saunders,

Allce Tinsley,
and Judith Deane,
Mrs. . E, uck will entertain the
Thurslay Club on New Yeor's night,

Mrs. Charles Blanton and Mrs, Egbert

. Lelgh will recelve their friends on
Thursday, January 34, from Gto7, at
300 west Grace streel

Mra, W B. Tennant and the
Misses Tennant will  enterinin  the
Wednesday Club January 24 at a dance
at 10 th Fifth street

Mra. Charles Hoyt, of New York, will
be the guest of Mre. James R. Hranch,
| west Main strect, this week.
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e
“Phrough the Pas™
RICHMOND, VA,
To the Editor of the Digpateh:

Though 1 think yoa are extra kind in
republishing &0 many accessible things,
I copy for you the poem of Mrs, Margarast
1. Preston on the death of Commaodore
Maury. B. B. M,

THROUGH THE PASS,
oHome, bear me; home at last!” he sald,
“And lay me where your dead are lylng,
Dut not while skies are overspread,
And mouraful wintry winds are sighing.

wwalt i1l the royal march of spring
Carpets the mountain fastness over;

ill chattering birds are on the wing,
And buszing bees are In the clover.

walt i1l the laure]l bursts Its buds,
And creeping Ivy fllngs its graces

About the lehened rocks, and floods
Of sunshine fill the shady places.

s Then, when the sky, the alr, the grass,
Sweet nature, all 1s glad and tender;
Then bear me Lhrough the Goshen Pass,
Amid the hush of May=day splendor.”

&o will we bear him. Human heart,
To Noture's own drew never nearer;
And never stoopsx] she to impart
Her love to one who held it dearer,

The stars had sccrets for him; g2a8
tevenled the depths thelr waves wooe
goreer'ng;
The winds gave up
The tilul flows ccn

their mysteries,
fessed thelr meaning.

Of ocean paths, the tangled clue,
H» taught the nations to unravel,
And showed the track where gifely they

The Mghtning-footed thought might
travel,
And yet, unspolled by all the store
Of Nature's grander revelations,

lovingly before

ed more
ol her falr creations?
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of all the ages past,
N aianed. Piutarcis Umpid stor,
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The elghtieth anniversary of Monu-
mental church, one of the most historie
structures in the city of Richmond, will
be celébrated to-day. While the day is
not the exact anniversary of the conse-
crution of the church, it was selected be
cause the rector and vestry wished to
have the commemorative exercises after
the recent Improvements to the Interior
of the bullding had been completed.

On the night of December 24, 1511, while
the beautiful and Impressive pantomime,
“The Bleeding Nun,” was being present-
od at the Rich d Th hich then
stood upon the site where the Monumen-
tal church now stands, the play-house
was discovered to be on fire, and seven-
ty-two persons, Including , the COovernot
of Virginia, Hon, George Willlam Bmith,
perished In the flames. It wns o per-
petuate the memory of those who thus
lost thelr lives that Monumental church

wns erected, and that the tablet and
urn were placed within the iron enclo-
sure In front of the sacred edifice.

Thoge who met thelr fates In thai
frightful disaster were not simply Epls
copallang, but wepresented almost all
creeds, and It has been, thercfore, re
garfled as eminently proper that the ser-
vices to-day should not be simply those
prescribed by the Church ritual. At 11
o'clock this morning the wiual morning
pervies will be held., In this Assistant-
Bishop Newton will take part. Rev. F.
8. Stickney, the new rector, who for the
past few months has done such admira-
ble work in restoring the old church, will
preaeh the sermon, He will take as his
text part of the Sth verse of the 3Gth
chapter of Isalah: “And an bighway shall
be there, and a way, and It shall be
called the way of holiness."

MUSIC FOR THE DAY.

The dlacourse will be speclally appro-
priate to the oceasion, and on account of
Mr. Btickney's ability as a preacher will,
no doubt, be heard by a very large con-
gregation, The musle, under the diree-
tlon of Mr. Philip 8 Powers, will be
spectally sultable, and will be of the
order which was sung a hundred years
ago. The church will still be attired In
its Christmas decorations, and these will
add beauty and solemnity to the scene.
Al 4 o'clock this aftarncon the general
mass-mecting will be held, The services
will be special, and the ndidress of the
evening will be dellvered by Rey. Dr
Hoge, of the Second Presbyterian church,
To these serviees the public at large are
Invited, as they deal with a matter in
which not only the Eplscopal Churceh,
but the entire people, should feel 6o
much historic pride,

The vested cholr will, of course, sing
upon hoth of these occaslons, and while
the music will be old, it will not be the
legs beautiful and impressive, The sur-
pliced cholr, while as yet so new a thing
in Virginia, haa been very highly spoken
of without regard to eresd, and la con-
sidered by a great many - church-going
people ns a most solemn and impres-
plve way of conducting the musie of a
chureh, Beveral of the ghoristers are not
Episcopalians,

it seems exceedingly appropriate that
Monumental church, a structure erected
as a monument to the memory of ‘hose
who perished In the theatre disaster,
ghould have as its rector a man of such
liberal viewa in riference to all things
pertaining to the welfare of the Church
of Christ. HRev, Mr, Btlckney has been
noted wherever he has been for his broad
and generous views, and has Leen recog-
nized by church-pec of all denomina-
orker of high type,
progreesive and Tiberal” ldeas, and one
whose sole alm fs the salvation of man.
While n reshient of the State of North
Carolina he was ealled upon and did
preach at gatherings of varlous Chrlstlan
bodies, He delivered a discourse ouce, by
request, to the Scotch Covenanters, and
again he preached for the Quakers' Col-
lege, In Guilford county, N. C., and re-
celved the most encouraging port of com-
ment from the press of that State upon
his Nberality in church matters.

TO ERECT THE MONUMENT.

As before stated, the Richmond Theatre
and seventy-two of ¢he mest est emed of
Richmor cftizens were burned on the
night of December 26, 1811, and Imme-
dlately afterward the work of erecting
a sultable monument In respect to the
memary of thoge who perished In the
flames hegan. The bodles of the dead
were almost entirely consumed, and were
interred right upon the spot where the
tated old theatre stood and where the
Monumental church now glands as thelr
memorial. Prior to the destruction of
the play-houss some funds had been
ratged by the “Assoclation to Bulld a
Church on Shockoe HIN," and this organi-
gation threw its means and power to ald
the Citizens’ Committes, and with a con-
tribution of &, from the Town Hall or
Common Council, the present church was
bullt, The money contributed by the
Town Hall was used for the purpose of
purchasing the lot, on the conditlon that
it should be forever hereafter used for
purpases of divine worshlp., 1t seems that
the dlsaster had 80 ghocked the clvilizad
world that it was determined that no
other amugement or dancing sghould ever
tike place upon the spot whero the thea-
tre stood.

TIR FIRST RECTOR.

On the 24 of April, 1814 Monumental
church waa cempleted. Richard Chan-
ning Moore was chosen s first rector,
and soon after made Bishop of Virginia
As hig first Eplscopal act, on the 10th of
November, 1514, he consecrated this sacred
edifics, From the day of s opening,
within its walls and under its ample dome,
have gathered for solemn and devout wor-
ship many of the noblest and best of the
penple—great statesmen, learned and just
Judges, professionnl men, sclentists, his-
toriang, and poets.

Here Revolutionary and later patriots
and devout men and women of every walk
and statlon have comao to worship God,
And from this old ehurch and her Sunday
gchool have gone forth good, gentle, and
herole souls, reverend bishops, falthful
clergymen, and worthy lavmen, that have
helped to accomplish wha: has made the
name of Virginia honored, among them
Tighop Moore, Lay of Easton, Vall of
Kansas, Willlams of Japan, Dudley of
Kentucky, Polk of Loulslana, and lately
Riskop John BE. Newton. Here Bishopa
Johns and Newton were consecrated, and
here Rishops Meads and Whittle have

often officiated.
HERE ARE THE RECTORS.

Helow 18 given n complete st of the
rectors and assistant ministers of the
Monumental church, and the dates of
their service In such capacity: J

Right Rev, Richard Channing Moore,
D. D, rector 1814-1841,

ftev. John Buchanan, D. D, assistant

minister 1514-1822,
Fev. William H, Hart, assistant minjs-

ter 1822-1825,

Rev., Robert T. Croes, asslstant minis-
ter 1820-1830,

Tight Rev. Léonidas Polk, asalstant
minister 1830-1832,

Rev. Joseph H. Nichols, assistant min-

Ister 1833-1554
Rev. Thomas

ter 1534-18%6.
Rev. Willlam Norwood, assistant min-
ister 1%36-1841. Rector 1841-1845.
Rev. Gearge Woodbridge, D. D., reetor
1878,

John G. Armstrong, rector 1878-1884,
B. Newton, rector 1584-

Jackson, assistant minis-

Rev.
Jight Rev. John

1894,

Hev. Fenner 8. Btickney, present rector.
DESCRIPTION OF THE FIRE.
the following letter, written just
to-day, but never puh-
account of the

:

Eouse,

The most heart-plercing cries pervaded
the house—"Save me! Save me!” Wives
asking for thelr husbamdls, femalts
chlidren shrieking, while the gathering
element came rolling on Its curling flamea.
Many were trod to demth; several were
thrown back from the windows from
which they were struggling to leap, Many
leaped from the first story and were
saved, Men women, and children of all
descriptions were seen to precipitate them
selves on the ground below. Most of
these escaped, though several of them
with broken legs and thighs, and hideous
contusions.

WRAPPED IN FLAMES.

The fire flew with a rapldity almost be-
yond example. Within ten minutes after
it caught the whole house was
fn flames, But the scene which ensued
it is impossible to paint. Women, with
dishevelled halr, fathers and mothers
shrieking out for their children, husbands
for their wives, brothers for thelr sisters,
filled the whole area on the outside of
the bullding. A few who had escaped
plunged again into the flames to savg
gome dear cbject of their regard—and
they perished. The Governor, perhaps,
ghared In the melancholy fate. Others
were frantic, and would have rushed to
destruction, but for the hand of a friend.
The bells tolled. Almost the whole town
rushed to the fatal spot, ‘The flame
ecaught to the seenery from some light be-
hind. Robertron saw it when It was no
longer than his arm. Young saw (L on
the roof when it first burst through.
Every article of the theatre i» con-
sumed, as well as the dwelling-house
next to it.  Hut what Is wealth In com-
parigon of those valuabla llves which are
gone forever? ‘The whole town Is
shrouded In woe; heads of families ex-
tinguished forever, Many and many 1s
the house in which a chasm has been
maide that ean never be fllled up.

Look at the following catalogue of the
viet!ims, and then concelve the calamity
which has befullen us. 1 must drop
my pen, when 1 have time to collect &
more particular account of It

A LIST OF DEAD AND MISSING,

(ieorge Smith, Governor; Sophia Trouin,
Ceellin Trouln, Joseph Jacobs, Ellzaheth
Jacobs, Cyprian Marks, Charlotte Raphel,
Adeline Bausman, Ann Cralg, Nuttal, a
carpenter; Pleasant, a mulatto; Abraham
. Venabls, Willam Southgate, Hen-
jamin Boots and wife, Arlanna Hunter,
Mary Whitlock, Jullana Hawes, Mra
Herron, Mre. Giradin and child, Mrs
Robert Greenhow, Mre, Moos, Judah's
child, Mrs, Leslle, Bdward Wanton, n
youth: George Dixon, a youth; Willlam
Brown, Mrs, Patterson, John Welch, Mar-
garet  Copeland, Muargaret  Anderson,
Rally Gatewood, Loulsa Mayo, Mrs. Ge-
rard, Mrs. Gibson, Mlss Green, Mary
Davis, Thomas Frazler, a youth; Jane
Wade, Mre. William Coock apd davghter,
Elizabeth Stevenson, Mrs, Corven. and
child, Patsy Griffin, Fanny Goof, a black
woman; Detsy Johnson, black; Phila-
delphla Johnson, black; Mrs, Taylor
Braxton, Mra., Elizabeth TPage,
Jerrod, James Waldon, Miss E
from New Kent: Mra. Gallego, ME N
yers, Lieutemant James Gibbon, re
Thamoe . Migs Maria Nelsan, “Wtss
Mary Page, and Mrs. Laforest,

The remains of the ideceased are In-
terred whera they perished; the old walls
of the theatre are to be pulled down and
a wall of five feet high to occupy the
ground where the theatre formerly stood
aleo a monument 18 to be erected over the
decensad,

I ean't gay, my friend, with sorrow, that
I Inform you of the death of my poor
Grandmother Winston, for If it had not
have been g0 a number of my connectlons
would have perished In  the flames
amongst them your friend,

JOHN SHORE.

o ————

A LEAF FROM THE PAST.

£

tt

A Quaint Commemoration of the Burning

of the Theatre,

Mr, George B. Cox, of Farmville, has
sent the Dispatch the following, which Is
printed on a slip yellow with age:

A Hymn,
Adapted to tha Well-Known Tune of
SOPHRONIA,

Deslgned to keep in memory the awful
enlamity which filled every heart with
grief, covered every countenance with o
gloom, and stirted tears from every eye
throughout the city of Rlchmond on the
never-to-he-forgotten night of Decem-
ber 26, 1811, ,

Then amusement led up her sportive
train—jollity assembled the sons of mirth—
all was lfe—all waa glee—when in o
moment—stand in trembilng wonder, O

my  soul'—the theatrs of pleasy Is
wrapt in flames—Is converted into a house
of  weeplng, walling, desperation, and

death, a ruinous heap, a funeral plle, with
this inseription;: “Be ye also ready, for
In guch an hour. as ve think not, behold!
the Bon of Man cometh.”

Wearfed by day with businéss toll and
cares,
How weleome {8 the peaceful night:
Sweet sleep our spirita and our etrength
repairs,
And fits us for returning light.

Yet v\ihnn our heavy eyes In sleep are
clos'y
Our rest may break ‘era well begun;
To dangers every hour we stand expos'd,
That we cannot foresee nor shun,
*Tis of the Lord that we can ever sleep,
A single night without alarms;
His eves alone our lives In safety keep,
Secure amidst a thousand harms,
For months and ¥ears of peace and
snfety past,
T'ngrateful we alas! have heen;
The volee of God our elty rous'd at last,
And bade the fire rebuke our sin.
The shout of "fire!" a dismal, doleful ery,
Impressed each heart with ¢-cp dismay;
The fll:rml.ls blaze ascends too red'ning
BRY,
*Till midnight wears the face of day,
The h'“" with jingling sounds and awful
tollre
Deciar'd the horrors of that night;
Alas! Alas! how many preclous souls
Departed ‘ere the morning light!
The housa of joy becomes the housp of
death

All in a moment wrapt in fire;
“The sons of mirth In thee resign'd their
breath,
Thy flames extingulsh'd their desire,"
The throng, the terror who can ever

nk,
Than;earioul sounds that AI’d the alr;
The children's cry, the tender parent's

'rhe!hvnfeé of blasphemy and prayer.
But prayer prevall'd and many souls were
Anm;uék'd as fire-brands from the
In u‘r'a.;n;% peed the Saviour's arm Wwas
Andh‘:rrg;‘ﬁ His grace was still the same.
©O! may that night be nevermore forgot,
oy ol e R e e
numwlfn fodom's would ensue.
Belleve, my friends, there is a righteous
Nor oth_religion e'er be vain
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tures, and It is not until some sub-
t especially Interests or touches us
ruwemlutllwhnmhbctol
terest to others, Having a small maiden
Who has reached the mature age of 6
years, quite old enough In this day of
fapld progress to recelve and accept in-
vitations to Christmas parties, and to be-
gome a member of a dancing class, I
Bave been occupled In deciding upon a
Suitable dress for the young belle, At
the same time my attention has been
galled to children's clothes of all ages
nd sizes, and I trust that some of my

nts may prove of practical benefit to

others anxious to have their small

lles and beaux arrayed In up-to-date
fashions.

Children's clothes were never prettler

this seasom, for there wers never
many pretty clinging materials from
‘which to select, and the present style

t wide skirts and big ruffles is very

ming to thelr datnty little figures,

The most popular materials for the ma-
ture ages of 4 to 6 years are fine mull—
the sllk mull ls especlally pretty—fne
nainsook, and the dainty light-ground
pllks with tiny rosebuds In pele pinks or
blues; for my individual taste I think
there i8 nothing =o pretty as pure white,

: GUIMPE STYLE.

Most of these little gowns were made
guimpe style, narrow ribbons, embroldery,
r lace being used for trimming the
gulmpes, while the skirts were finished
with a deep hem, but were very much
wider than they have been worn, with a
modifled flare at the bottom, such as Is so
fashionable in the grown-up up-to-date
owns, Velvet I8 decldedly the fashion
ar wraps for the small girl as well as
her by sister, and now that It I8 so much
cheaper It is not such an extravagance
The little coats are made with a box-
plaited back, and much-beruffled capes or
wollar edged with fur, although several
had deep-yellow lace, but the fur I
thought the most effective. The prettiest
shndes were the different browns, of which
thers are so many beautiful ones, blues,
and the dalleate shades of gray. A lovely
coat and hat for a girl of 8 was of golden-
brown velvet, with deep collar and cnffs
of cleam lace, The hat was the same shade
of wvelvet, with the broad brim closely
shirred and finlehed with a soft (frill
The crown was a Tam o Shanter of val-
wvet half hidden by the pink tips. At the
back the brim Is caught up with a bow
of pink wvelvet,

HER FIRST PARTY.

Christmas-eve my lttle maiden attended
her first real party, and as It was rather
& pretty ldea 1 will tell you of ft. The
Invitations were lssued a week before;
and consisted of a tiny card, In the
eentre of which was a splder entangied
ih & brown web, while In one corner
was engraved the mysterfous words, “A
Splder at Home," The dalnty little eard
of the young hostess was enclosed with
it, with the hours for the entertainment—
from § to & On thelr arrival the little
guests, of which there were twenty or
thirty, were shown Into a large drawing-
‘“room, in the centre of which an immenss,
“littering splder had apparently spun his
aeb, which stretched across the room.
The web was composed of many webs,
each starting from a splder In the centre,
and extending to many nalls and pro-
jadtlans, where each one teminatel In a
il wooeden winder. After ehoosine n
winler, each child followed s wander-
Ings to the splder in which It terminated.
Insida this splder was concealed some
pretty gift. Different-colored cords were
used, which made the color scheme very
effective. These corda ean be bought
at any confectioner, but the gilt and sil-
ver cord would, I think, make a still
prettler effect,

SILK MULL,

My little debutante's gown was of sllk
mull: the low-neck walst was of the silk
mull, with tws ruffles falliag from the
shoulders, each ruflle trimmed with seve-
rul rows of narrow satin ribbon. The
sash was of the mull; the ends finished in
the same way with the ribbon; the skirt
was plaln—iust o hem. She wore thls
over another plaln skirt of the cotton
mull, which gives a gofter effect than siik
would do. Tiny white slippers and little
silk socks completed tha dalnty costume,
which was not expensive.

From the age ot 10 to 13 is the most
dificult age to dress a glrl prettily and
effectively. One pretty model of a guimpe
dress I saw would be sultable. It was of
white, In ona of the many pretty, soft
wool materials, of whnlch there are such
a profusion to choose from, It was a lit-
tls on the cream in color, and the
low-necked walst was cut like a blouse,
pullel Into the belt and neck, and left
open about two Inch:s down the front,
whera It s faced back with a blas band
of pale blue velvet, two Inches wide. A
row of small blue velvet buttons trimmed
the Inside edge of this, and blue velvet
rosettes fasten In front at either slde, at
the beit and neck and over the dalnty
white gulmpe, which can be «ithes of
soft mull, or white china silk, but I think
the mull most becoming, All sorts of
rough wool materfals are worn by giris
oldl enough to go to school, and are very
serviceabls and stylish, There Is nothing
prettier then plaids for this age, and a
stylish school-gown of green plald was
méade with the blouse of the plaln mate-
rial, with wide straps of the plalds golng
from the belt over the shoulders,

BOY FASHIONS,

DI T not warn you of the selfishness
of human nature as evidencéd even in a
fashion letter? I have finished my dis-
ecours2 on children’s clothes, and not one
mention of the boy In it. My attention
has not been drawn to boy fashlons save
what I noticed with a foollsh mother's
pride—a number of small boys In up-to-
date velvet suits with lace ruffles or
tiroad collars and patent-leather pumps,
flitting around my small belle the other
evening—but the especlal features of
boy fashions shall be glven a place in one
of my next letters,

Christmas has come and gone, and the
deserted-looking shops bereft of their
prettiest displays Is proof of the fact
that In spite of the cry of “hard times"
people have found money enough tucked
away somewhere to buy,

The question of the tari® has been a
very deep one to me—eo much so that
when hearing It discussed I have won-
dered If those discussing It quite know
what they were tulking about.

OPEN OUR PORTS.

Yesterday I was calling upon a friend
recently returned from London, I greatly
#dmired her gown, which was from one
of the noted tallors of London, who has a
branch establishment over here. The ma-
terlal was of a lovely shade of brown
English serge, made bell skirt, trimmed
with two ruches of heavy black satin at
the foot of the skirt about four Inches

here,

“ Mr. R. C. Flanagan,

dovernment P is homeonns
visit to his parents,

Mr. O. L. Joyner, proprietor a:'tb‘;
Eastern warehouss,
mhmumﬁ , for a few
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WINTER WEATHER IN WYTHEVILLE,

How Christmas Was Celcbrated In the

Mountaln City—Heavy Malls.
WITHEVILLE, VA, December 20—
(Special.)—Our Christmas snow was some-
what belated, but arrivedl in state,
ushered by stormy winds and attended by
lowering skies and white-crested moun-
taln tops the night of Christmas-day,
Fitfully and gustily the fleecy fakes
came down all day Wednesday and part
of Thursday, so that we have a well-
pueked G-inch snow covering enough to
make many magic hillsides and fill the
chiidren’s hearts with wild mirth—enough
to make glad the fortunate young ladies
whose gallants can by any means procure
& vehicle on runners. To prosy older
folks it means wet feet, slushy cross-
ings, bedraggled door-steps and porches,
bad colds, cross servants, fretful children,
fumning housekeepers, and general discom-
fort. And unless we have preserved
youth's spectacles, to don on such oec-
casions, the glee of the school-boy, the
gay spirits of the rosy malden, and the
frollcksome fua of the college youth
seem oddly out of tuns with the weather
and our feelings. How much there s
in “the point of view" after alll
Christmas-day was a quiet one In
Wytheville, being celebrated by family
gatherings and home Christmas-trees.
The streets were deserted for the most
part, save for a few swaggering,
drunken men and the ublquitous small
boy with his fire-cruckers,

PAINFUL ACCIDENTS,

Mr. Stephenson, of Abingdon, recelved
a painful Injury in one eya by the prema-
ture explosion of & cannon-cracker which
he was attempting to lUght from a cigar
in his mouth. Dr, John Graham rendered
immediate medical asslatance, and thinks
the eye can be saved,

Mr. Tom Wafvett, Jr., also had his
mouth hurt and face burned by & cannon-
cracker.

Caprain Frank Blale and his son, Mr.
Jokn Blalr, put in an upset bid on Mon-
day of $3,74 on the “Ewell-Block" pro-
perty, on Maln street, recently purchased
by Mr. A. A. Campbell for 8,424

Mr. T. G. Kent, the postmaster here,
siys that the malls at this post-office
during the past two montha have been
unprecedentedly heavy, and that on the 21
of Decoember the mail handled was the
largest on record. On one day recently
more than 300 worth of stamps were sold,
Mr. W. 8. Poage gave o supper Wednes-
day evening to the younger members of
the bar here and a few speclal friends,
About twenty guests enjoyed the lavish
hospitallty and good fellowship of the eve-
ning.

Wytheville
this winter,

has two magazine clreles
PERSONAL,

Afrs, T. . Kent returned home on the

224 after an absence of two months visit-

ing friends In New York, Bosten, and

Richmond.

Mrs, W. H. Bolling and Miss Dertha
Bolllng, who have been visiting Mrs,
Galt, in Washington, came home just be-
fore the holldays.

Miss Lella Irown was brought home by
her mother from the Woman's College,
in Lynchburg, on Monday quite sick, and
is still serfously, though not dangerously,
alok at her home here,

Nelther the Current-Events' Club nor
the Thursday Cilub had their regular
meetings this week. They were post-
poned until next week, 5

Missos Sayers ontertained a few friends
very pleasantly Thursday evening.

Mizs Elolse Alexander and Miss Falson,
of the Plumer College faculty, are spend-
ing thelr Christmas holldays In the
northern cltles,

]
WARRENTON'S CHRISTMAS GERMAN.

A Merry Occnslon Among Fanquler's
Faahlonahle Set—Personal,

WARRENTON, VA, .December 20—
(Epecial,)—The Cotillon Club gave the
usual Christmas german Wednesday
night, It was beautifully led by Dr, John
Hicks with Miss Charlotte Nelson, Mlss
Rosalle Scott danced with Mr. Russell
Landale, Miss Georgie Green with Mr.
E. Lovell Johns, formerly of Richmond,
Va.: Miss Lizzle Falr was with Mr. Willle
Kloman, Miss Lena Gainea danced with
Mr. Hardy Falr, Miss Mary E, Scott
with Mr. R. Randolph Hicks, of Roanoke;
Miss Fannle Herbert, of Alexandria was
with Mr, John 8. Gaines; Mrs, John Helt
danced with Mr. Inman Horner, of Phila-
delphia; Miss Edith Moore, of Falrfax,
was engaged by Mr. Thomas Kelth; Miss
Lucq Stone was dancing with Mr, George
Nelson, and her friend, Miss Dodge, of
Washington, with AMr. Philip Nelson;
Mies Janet Johnson danced with Mr.
James Johnson, There were several other
couples unknown to the writer, and a
number of “stugs" hung about the door,
among whom were Dr. Shirley Carter,
Ar. J. K. Maddox, who has just returned
from ridlng a successful race in Jamalca;
Mr. Morse, of Boston:; Mr, Norman
Brown, and Mr, H. A, de Zayas, of Eng-
land.

Christmas-day was beéautiful here, and
right merrily kept. ‘There were services
at the Eplscopal church (which was elab-
orately decotated with evergreens) by
the Rev, G, W, Nelson. During the after-
noon @& number of Informal - receptions
wera held and good cheer handed argund
from the fowing bowl,

Mr., R. Carter Scott and famlly, of
Richmond, are spending Christmas at the
home of Major R. Taylor Scott

Mr. Thomas:R, Kelth, of the law firm
of Moore & Kelth, of Falrfax, is also
spending the hglidays with his family
here, y

Miss Amerlca Payne has returned from
a prolonged visit to Baltimore,

AMr. Hardy Falr and Leslie Muller are
here from Cameille,- Mo,

Judge Kelth and his family will leave
for his future home In Richmond In a
few days, to the great regret of the peo-
ple here,

Mr. Robert Spllman, who Is teaching In
Southwest Virginla, is bome for Christ-
mad, %

Mr, Foster Galnes, who (8 married te-
day to Mrs. Olea Young, of New York,
brings his falr bride here to the home of
his mother for a few days,

—_—

Genernl Lee and the Barefoot Soldier,
To the Editor of the Dispatch: ;

1 was a Confederata goldler, and on the
retreat to Appomattox our command for
some purposa had halted at Amella Court-
house, A battery of artillery was en-
deavoring to go on, but & wagon-traln
had blocked the road. Thers was much
confusion, noise, ete, usual on such oe-
casions, und I was interested to see how
the matter would end. Just then Gen.
eral Lee and staf® eame up the road.

1 was minus shoes, and the-rest of my
garb was tattered, like that of almost all
Confederate soldlers, I was pleased

———

The ring-talled "possum which I ate at/
the Westmoreland Club last Monday night

out before me as a moral against noctur-
nal hilarity, Why that ‘possum—or rather
that portion of it which I ate—should
have deen fit, at 2 A, M. Christmas, to
play the part of a mineteenth century
Jonsh to my Whale accompaniment is
mqre than future generations will ever
know, but all the same, be did It
Ere sieep had kissed my dusky eyelids
and my soft, strawberry-lce-cream tinted
checks had scooped out & small Luray
cavern In the bolster, I became aware
of the multitudidous presence of ‘pos-
gums in my immediate vicinity, and the
horrors of the night began, I saw them
everywhere, smiling and grinnlng at me
as If they would chuckle themseives to
death. At first 1 Imagined they were try-
Ing to show some appreciation of the
careworn, worm-eaten jokes with which
I had aflicted the publle during the past
year, but I couldn't screw my vanity up
to that point long, for no lving creature
was ever known to smile at one of my
Jukes for more than a #econd, whereas
these “‘varmints” gurgled continuously.
To make matters worse, they wriggled
thelr talls around with more curly-q's
than I put on my slgnature when I en-
dorse a check payable to my order, and
hour after hour they climbed over each
other in the atmosphere and danced the
german about my head, It was horrible—
thiat night—and verily It _will go down In
hii}ury as o chaos of Indigestion allas
‘podsum “jim-jums,"”

.0 #
Hoeaven forbld that any member of the
Westmoreland Club should take offence
at what 1 have sa'dl SBhould any repre-
santutive of this grand old organization
esdpouse the cause of the 'possum which
falled to “ngree” with me In several
particulars, 1 would humbly ask his par-
don, for the Westmoreland stands high
In my estimation—a thing calculated to
:nulf-.- it prosper. The folks down there
don't put en Any alre, They make you
feel g0 much wt home that when you
atart to go away you feel half (nclined
to take some of the crockery with you,
and may be you do If some one lsn't
watching you. There I8 o simple, laun-
dered-oufl alr of elegance about the whole
establishment, from the pollshed ebony
bell-boy down to the billlard-room floor,
which makes you feel that life is not
an empy dream, and that existence at
§10 uw week Is worth existing. For a
long tlme LI have been In favor of
annexing the Westmorelund to my club
(the Albemarle), and at our next annual
mecting 1 shall propose (t. Since we've
huld o new pane of glass put In our front
window we have very rightly felt proud,
but, stll, I don't belleve in people put-
ting on too many airs, and § shall make
o fight to incorporate the Westmoreland
into our organization. When 1 was young
I used to hear people abusing the clubs
and talking about shelr demorallzing In-
fluences, but, gentlemen, six clubs
couldn’'t compete agulnst one lodge meet-
ing, I've been to both, but 1 always
bad to be brought back from the lodge
meetings,

.- & @

It 15 meet and proper at this time of
the year to ask your fellov-citizen what
he got Christmas, and tu query him
as to whether he emerge! ‘rom the holl-
day with an expavisd head apd a con-
trigted  pocket-book, For my part, 1
had the latter, but ol theE Yormer, Out-
gide of the "nsual four handkerchiefs,
which Heaven [nvariably sends to me
at this season, and the six mucholr-cases
which always fall to my lot, I have little
to show, except holes in the family frult
cike and gups In the mince ple. ‘This lat-
ter article, by the way, is nothing more
despite 1ts prouwd record than aristocratic
hash, with a family tree and a cousin
living on Franklin street. When 1 was
young I used to wonder where all the flles
went in the winter time, but I think I
ratand now. Perflillous mince-meat
0 Hud T former'y known that, with
every slice of your dark-complected make-
up, there perished n milllon e<nergetic
souls, 1T would have bade thee gone from
my presence,

in recalling my Christmas presents
thers was one that escaped my recollec-
tion—the little bag of persimmons and
hickory-nuts 2ent me by my rural but
Goid-fearing relatives In the miassmatic
slashes of Hanover, Sadly I greet thee,
little bag of persimmons and hickory-
fiuts (otherwise sealy-barks), for full well
I’h:mw that during the next Agricultural
Falr wy rustle kinsmen will come and
board with me--nay, will make my house
thelr domiclle for weeks to come. They
will never forget the presont they sent
me, Thele children and their children's
children unto the third and fourth genera-
tlon will cherish the memory of those
persimmons and those hickory-nuts, and
fj}r centuries to come thelr offspring will
“board off" my progeny. For simple, un-
assuming yet unmitigated gald the gulle-
less husbandmen of Hanover hold the
first premium,

Just think of it! This old -
most defunct, and in two d&;:a;:.w‘llil
be starting out a-fresh, with new resolu-
tlons and bright hopes for the future,
Every hour draws ud nearer to the time
when we can plead the statutes of Nml-
tations on some of our old bllls, and
every awiftly-fiylng minute brings us
closer to the awful moment when we
ghall tackle our bosses for a ralse of
salary. But It is partioularly on‘'account
of the good resolutlons we make that
1 recall New Year's with pride. For days
before the happy occaslon I think of
the many things 1 shall do during the
coming year, and after Its arrival 1 spend
the next 66 days breaking the resolu-
tlons I made. Now, fur one thing, I am
golng to stop smokiug in 185, I have
firmly made up my mind to do this—in
fact, I've promised somebody to do
Eo firm Is my determination that I can
reslst any temptation, and to show the
public my lron will, T have ordered a
gross of Powhatan plpes and twenty
pounds of tobacco to be put right In my
rcom before me. And, then, too, I'm go-
Ing to stop drinking. Not a drop will
touch my llps for the next year (I'm
golng to take It through a straw), nor
will I even consent to hear a cork pop-
ping out of a bottls. I don't drink the
kind that pops. It shows & nolay tem-
perament, which betokens but little real
etrength of character. As as evidence of
my tirmness In adhering to the tem-
perance resolution, 1 am having & pri-
vate still built in my coffee-pol (as a

man In Georgla recently dig), so that no
ons Inclined to strong drink can find It
And now, dear people, won't you

all
join with me In E efforts Lo do better
the next year? t us all make good
resolutlons, and keep them-—for
four hours, at least. Let us gsll, by
rising vote, unanimously ask & ralse
salary, and let us all hope that our friend
“Righteen Hundred and Flve”
will prove both a finaneial do-
bonansa. With apologles to the
0ld Year (soon to be designated “the

late 18W7) I remain, others
work, B IDLE mn.

REPORTS FROM ROCKBRIDGE.

no one being present but
relatives of the contructing
groom Is a son of Professor
and the bride a daughter of the
Trety and a hlece of Mrs
There are few children In
that are not remembered in thelr
or In the Sunday schools on
There are, however, some,
the generosity of o young
henrts were mada’ happy
day, From the ladles of
slon and Mr, Henderson, _
poor, she obtained the names of forty
poor children, and provided
beautiful Christmas-tree at
Mra, B, AL Cartmell, with whom she
staying,
Each child was provided with
dance of good things and a suba
gift. It 13 needless to sy
was no brighter spot In Le: Christe
mas morning than around that iree, The
donor wa4 Miss Ly of New Orleans,
V. M. I. GLEE CLUB.

The Glee and Minstrel Club of the Vire
ginin Military Institute will “n;::’
Monday evening give an entartal
in the Opefa-House for the benefit of tha
Jackson Memorfal Hall "
Rockbridge Lodge, No, 68, Independent -
Order Odd-Fellows, entertained a jarge
number of thelp friends in o handsomé
manner Thursday evening. A speech of
welcome was mads by Mr, (. D. Letcher,
who was followed by Mr. T. H, Deaver,
Grand-Master Mr, J. V. Grinstead pres
sided. An elegant supper wos then served
in the banquet hall, and musio and soclal
pleasures followed, A large number of
ladies was preaent.

DISTINGUISHED VIRITORS,

Among those who are In town viaiting
thelr sons who are cadets at the Virginia
Military Institute «re Mre, Henry Wats
tersom, of Loulsville, Mr. Charlea W,
© din, Clork of the Chuncery Court of
the city of Richmond, and his wife, and
Colonel G, Percy Hawes, of Richmond,
and Mr. and Mrs, Clarence Cobb, of
Washington, D, C.

Mr. Howard Holland, of Manchestery
18 visiting Mr. Jumes Gillock.

Mizsa Annle Pitzer is visiting in Riche
mond. y .2

Dr. and Mrs. H. A. White are spending
the Christmas with Judge Wellford, of
Richmond. ) el +

Professor B, W, Fay is spending the
holidays in Washington, Baltimore, and
Philadelphia,

Professor and Mrs, Harry D. Campbell
are spending the holldays In Washington,

Mr, Jack Carmichael, of the Haltimore
and Ohio engineering corps, b8 spending
tha holldays with his mother, Mrs. John
Carmichael, :

Mr. W, C. Agnor has sold his distillery
near Monmouth to Mr. Hertert VanDers
voer, who will operate it

Mr. D. 8, Layne has bought from Mr,
. A. Quisenberry his one third (ntersst
{n the Lexington lce Manufacturing and
Cold-Storage-Works, near the Unlon De-
pot, paying for It $2,800, The remaining
two-thirds of the plant i owned by G,
wW. Oitlighter & Co.

Professor D, C, Humphreys has gone
on a business trip to Florida, and Mra
Humphlireys I8 spending Christmas with
friends in Washington,

Mr. Charles Freeman, of Roanoke, 18
visiting Dr. and Mrs, J. H. Freeman.

Mrs, Telford, of Washington, ls the
guest of Mizs Freeland,

——

A CHRISTMAS-DAY WEDDING

The Fretty Ceremony Bulemnised nt Mound

Morlah Church, Powhatan Cousty,
* BALLSVILLE, VA, December .=
(Speciul }=The event of the season cama
off hers Tuesday evening last, when Dr,
Alvin Judson Hurt led to the altar Misw
M. Maud McLaurine, the accomplished

sive., Rev, George W. Hurt, of

Ga., and Rev. William E, Hurt, of
chester, Va., brothers of the groom,
clated, Mr, John J. Hurt acted as beat

rington Jones and Arthur Lipscomb, Mi

Phoebe Cary Hurt and J. Hatcher A

Miss Louise Crowder and Walter

Migs Dessle B, Bagby and Dernard

Laurine, Miss Edna a.rl McLaurine and
ss Lulle ¥, Jones

¥, Southall Farrar,

gleston and George Beott Jeter,
Rosa B, Hurt and T Friend
Miss Sallle Brown Willson and
Crowder, Miss Mollle McLaurine

Fred,
atuds
arm

g

and James Eggleston, Miss —— a :




